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There are an estimated 29 million slaves in our world today.  Real slaves.  Held against their will, forced to work without pay, unable to walk away.  There are also an estimated 143 million orphans found in every country.  Without a care system, often in places of great poverty, these orphans are vulnerable to becoming part of the first number cited – slaves.  

How do we make sense of these numbers?  The populations of the United Kingdom, Australia, California state and New York state combined equal the numbers stated above.  But slaves and orphans are not numbers.  They are more than living statistics easily dismissed.  They are people: men, women, and children created in God’s image; human beings who should have basic human rights; people who have dreams.

How do we respond to this injustice?  

How do we move from intellectual conversations about how awful it all is to effectively changing the situation so that in five years these numbers are greatly decreased?  

How do we infuse hope into a hopeless situation? 

One excellent solution is to cut the slave trade off at one of its’ main sources: intervene on behalf of the orphan.  

When orphans receive support three main things happen.  First, a care system is created.  This care system creates an environment whereby the orphan feels valued.  There is also accountability.  The people in the care system know when a child is in trouble or disappears.  Second, poverty is addressed and managed.  Poverty is one of the triggers that set up a child to be trafficked.   Providing food and clothing to the orphan effectively diminishes the ability of the trafficker to gain that access point.  Third, most orphan care systems establish a way in which the child sponsored can receive an education.  Illiteracy, like poverty, is another potential entry point for traffickers.   A care system that provides loving care, alleviates extreme poverty, and educates, is an effective deterrent to most traffickers looking to violate children. 

The good news about intervening in this way is that it takes little effort and money on our part to partner with organizations doing this important work.  Here are some places where you can make a real different today in the lives of orphans and slaves: 

· The Not for Sale Campaign has a number of excellent programs from helping street children in Peru to rescuing children being sold for as little as $3 on the border between Thailand and Burma.   Find out more at: www.notforsalecampaign.org
· Children’s Hopechest has an excellent program whereby they connect faith communities directly with care points in Africa, Russia and soon in Guatemala and India.   Find out more at www.Hopechestpartners.org
· International Child Care Ministries.  A ministry of the Free Methodist Church, individuals can sponsor a child and make a real difference.  Find out more at: www.childcareministries.org
Please strongly consider partnering with one of these organizations today.  
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